The Institute of Dermatology held an open day on April 21 at St. John's Hospital for Diseases of the Skin, London. The object was to show visitors, both medical and lay, the research which is being done there. This includes research into the reaction of normal and abnormal skin to light which has made it possible to define light sensitivity in terms of very narrow wavelengths; work on the use of radioactive isotopes in the treatment of haemangiomata; investigations on epidermal sensitivity and the use of patch tests, particularly for cement and alkali dermatitis and cheilitis due to lipstick; and studies of the application of histochemical techniques to the detection of enzyme activity, and of cytodiagnosis to the diagnosis of skin lesions. There were also demonstrations of the L.E.-cell phenomenon, of methods of diagnosing scabies and ringworm of the nails, and of research on the penetration of ringworm fungi into hair keratin. Other studies included a survey of the serum proteins in skin diseases, particularly psorias-is, and an investigation of the changes in the nucleic acids and respiratory enzymes brought about by ultra-violet irradiation of the skin. There was also an exhibition of ointment bases. Although the main object of the open day was to demonstrate research, the opportunity was taken to display the very large collection of coloured photographs and wax moulages which is being built up for teaching purposes. (Schmidt et al., 1952; Baron, 1954) and in one of twins (Levin, 1952) -the twins shared the same placenta and were thought probably to be identical. pressures cause such abnormalities as talipes, scoliosis, and other malpositions of the limbs, whilst an increase in hydrostatic pressure, by interfering with venous return, will produce stiffness, contractures, and perhaps even arthrogryposis, all found in these children. Malformations of the heart appear to be uncommonly associated with this condition. Davidson and Ross (1954) (1954) have reported instances where the-mother has confessed to taking abortifacients at this time.
In an attempt to discover the frequency of this condition the records of the last ten years were examined, and these five cases were discovered-the earliest in 1949. During these ten years there have been approximately 6,580 delivenres, with 166 neonatal deaths and 211 stillbirths (not excluding the occasional foetus of less than 28 weeks' gestation). In the same period there have been nine anencephalic children and nine with severe intestinal abnormality (obstruction, exomphalos, etc.), but it must be pointed out that this hospital, as a teaching hospital, accepts an unnatural proportion of primiparae and complicated pregnancies. Potter (1946) gives an incidence for the Chicago Lying-in Hospital of 0.3 per thousand births, whilst in this country Sylvester and Hughes (1954) found four examples in 9,440 deliveries, and Bound et al. (1956) 2 in 10,028 deliveries (Butler, personal communication) .
Sumoay
Five infants with bilateral renal agenesis have been born in the maternity wards of a teaching hospital in the last ten-year period, an incidence of 0.75 per thousand deliveries and 1.6% of the-stillbirths and neonatal deaths. The case histories and post-mortem findings are summarized and a brief review of the salient features of this curious abnormality is given.
I am grateful to Dr. J. Forest Smith for permission to publish thes case records and to Drs. H. Spencer and J. Macmillan for details of their findings at necropsy.
